Every Container Counts.
Supporting a Circular Economy Through Deposit
Return
The circular economy emphasizes reuse,
share, repair, refurbish, remanufacture,
and recycling for a closed-loop system.

Circular Economy

By implementing circular economy
principles, we can minimize the use of
virgin resources in production and
design; and reduce waste, pollution, and
carbon emissions.
Container reuse programs focus on
circular supplies, which supports
recyclable resource inputs to support
circular production; and resource
recovery, which maximizes the economic
value of product return flows.
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you purchase beer you
1. When
pay a deposit on every bottle as
an incentive to return it.

7.

Bottles are refilled and
sent to The Beer Store
locations.

2. After beer is

consumed you return
the bottle and the
deposit is returned.

Lifecycle of
a Beer
Bottle

6. Bottles for

reuse are
cleaned and
sterilized.

5.

Bottles are examined: sturdy
bottles are fit for reuse; frail
and chipped bottles are
recycled.

3.

Bottles are
hand-sorted
by colour

4. Bottles are transported
to a bottling facility.

Did you know?
15 times

Beer bottles can be reused up to
before they are recycled and turned into new beer bottles!

Resource Recovery of Other Materials

Aluminum
Sent to manufacturers
that melt and roll them
into sheets as supply
for new cans.

Clear glass
Recycled into new
glass containers or
fibreglass for windows

Plastics
Used as supply for
plastic bottles,
lumber, or clothing.

Quick tips for better returns
 Organize containers by material type. Separate cans, wine, and spirit bottles
from beer bottles.
 Sort beer bottles by colour.
 Pack and transport returns in their original cardboard packaging or in reusable
containers or bags.

Impacts
Deposit return programs have important benefits for the environment and economy:

Conserves natural
resources through
reuse and recycle

Reduces greenhouse
gas emissions

Keeps Canada’s food
and beverage supply
chain moving

The Beer Store’s circular system - in place since 1927 collected, reused, and recycled 1.8 billion containers
in 2019:

311,000 MT

More than
of waste diverted from landfill, with all
material reused or recycled.

That’s about

2.5 X as heavy as the CN Tower!

207,260 MT of CO2 emissions were avoided.
That’s equivalent to

44,777 passenger vehicles driven for
one year!

2,511,158 giga joules of energy from being used to create new
alcohol containers.
That’s equivalent to
driven for one year!

106,551 passenger vehicles

The return rate of refillable bottles increased from 96% in 2018
to

97% in 2019.

This proves that environmental stewardship still goes strong!

Circular Economy Monday Lead Partner:

#WasteReductionWeek
WRWCanada.com
All facts and statistics courtesy of The Beer Store

