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City of Toronto - 
Mayors Towering Waste Challenge Communities   

The Mayor’s Towering Challenge motivates building Property Managers, Superintendents, Owners, Boards, 
3Rs Ambassadors and residents to improve waste diversion in apartments, condominiums and co-operatives.
Almost half of Toronto residents live in apartments, condos and co-ops, but they recycle and compost 
only 27% of their waste compared to 65% of waste in single-family homes. All multi-residential dwellings 
in the city are eligible to enter and participants will be asked to measure their volume of garbage, blue bin 
recycling and organic recycling rates over the following six months. The building with the biggest reduction 
in the amount of garbage it sends to landfills wins.

2016 / 2017 Challenge:

• The Mayor’s Towering Challenge was launched on June 30, 2016.

• All apartments, condos and co-ops with nine or more units were eligible to join the challenge, including
those that do not receive waste, recycling and organics collection by the City of Toronto.

• A total of 143 buildings were officially registered.

• The challenge period was September 1, 2016 to March 3, 2017.

• Over the course of the challenge, registered participants received resources and support from Solid Waste
Management Services and were invited to attend a variety of events. They were also encouraged to host
events at their buildings.

Overall winner: 

Omni Forest Mansions is a group of properties made up of three buildings 
and two townhouse complexes. Omni implemented a number of initiatives 
that demonstrated its ability to overcome challenges, educating and 
engaging residents and the buildings’ staff, and introducing new waste-
reduction programs. Initiatives included: 

• adding a collection program for batteries, CFL bulbs, aerosol and paint cans to ensure proper disposal

• promoting donation and reuse through swaps, clothing and reusable household item donation and a
garage sale

• having an engaged 3Rs ambassador (volunteer) and enhancing communication between the property
manager and the 3Rs ambassador

• running a “repair café”

• ordering free recycling bags for residents from the City

and• using funds raised through refurbishing electronics and other fundraisers to pay for recycling outreach, a
children’s party, staff events and coffee nights.




